
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT REGARDING CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS 
 

Under Section 610.015 of the Mo. Sunshine Law provides that members of the City Council 
who are not physically in the Council Chambers can participate and vote on all matters when an 
emergency exists and the nature of the emergency is stated in the minutes. 
 
The U.S., and the world, is in a state of emergency due to the Coronavirus—Covid-19.   The 
Missouri Governor and the County Executive directed all citizens to limit meetings and gatherings 
to a few people to avoid the spread of the Coronavirus. Therefore, members of the City Council 
have elected to participate in this meeting electronically so that we are compliance with such 
Orders and for the public health and safety of each other and the general public.   
 
The first portion of the January 7, 2021 work session agenda is an open session and Zoom 
information for the public to follow along is listed below.  The second portion of the work 
session is closed session and it not open to the public. The Mayor and Council will end the 
Zoom meeting for the open session and will go directly into the closed session. 
 
To follow along with the open session of the work session of the City Council work session via 
Zoom please see instructions below: 
 
You are invited to a Zoom webinar. 
When: Jan 7, 2021 05:30 PM Central Time (US and Canada) 
Topic: January 7, 2021 City Council Work Session - Open Session 
 
Please click the link below to join the webinar: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84739001623  
 
Or to Join by Telephone: 
Dial: +1 301 715 8592  or +1 312 626 6799   
Enter Webinar ID: 847 3900 1623 
    
 
If you are unable to join the webinar the meeting will be live-streamed on the following platforms:  
 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/cityofkirkwoodmo 
YouTube: www.YouTube.com/kirkwoodcitymo  
Twitter: @KirkwoodCity 
 
 
 
 
**SEE THE FOLLOWING PAGES FOR THE AGENDA 
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Kirkwood City Council Work Session 
Agenda 

via Zoom 
                                           Thursday, January 7, 2021, 5:30 p.m. 

 (Posted January 5, 2021) 
 
 
The first portion of the January 7, 2021 work session agenda is an open session and Zoom 
information for the public to follow along is listed below.  The second portion of the work 
session is closed session and it not open to the public. The Mayor and Council will end the 
Zoom meeting for the open session and will go directly into the closed session. 
 
(Please note that work sessions are for council discussion only and there will be no public 
comment portion of the meeting.  The time for each of the topics are estimates.  When a topic is 
completed the council will immediately move on to the next item on the agenda.) 
 
 
I. Approval of the December 10, 2020 Work Session Minutes 
 
II. Approval of the December 17, 2020 Work Session Minutes 
 
III. Parking Sensors (5:30 p.m.) 
 
IV. Motion to close the meeting pursuant to RSMo Chapter 610.021 (1 – Legal)  
 
V. Motion to open the meeting 
 
VI. Meeting Adjournment  
 
 
 
Kirkwood City Council:  Mayor Tim Griffin; Council Members Maggie Duwe, Liz Gibbons, Bob 
Sears, Wallace Ward, Kara Wurtz, and Mark Zimmer 
 
Contact Information:  For full City Council contact information visit www.kirkwoodmo.org/council.  
To contact the City Clerk call 314-822-5802.  To contact the Chief Administrative Officer call 314-
822-5803.   

 
Accommodation:  The City of Kirkwood is interested in effective communication for all persons. 
Persons requiring an accommodation to attend and participate in the meeting should contact the 
City Clerk at 314-822-5802 at least 48 hours before the meeting. With advance notice of seven 
calendar days, the City of Kirkwood will provide interpreter services at public meetings for 
languages other than English and for the hearing impaired. Upon request, the minutes from this 
meeting can be made available in an alternate format, such as CD by calling 314-822-5802. 
 

http://www.kirkwoodmo.org/council


   
 
 

 
WORK SESSION MINUTES 

A work session of the Kirkwood City Council was held via Zoom Virtual meeting on 
December 10, 2020, at 4:30 p.m.  Present were Mayor Griffin, Council Members Duwe, 
Gibbons, Sears, Ward, Wurtz, and Zimmer. Also in attendance were Chief 
Administrative Officer Russell Hawes, Assistant Chief Administrative Officer Georgia 
Ragland, City Clerk Laurie Asche, Public Services Director Bill Bensing, Public Services 
Planning and Development Services Director Jonathan Raiche, City Planner II Amy 
Lowry, Public Information Officer Freddy Doss, and City Attorney John Hessel.   

          
ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM CITY ATTORNEY 

City Attorney John Hessel stated for the record that under Section 610.015 of the 
Mo. Sunshine Law provides that members of the City Council who are not physically in 
the Council Chambers can participate and vote on all matters when an emergency 
exists and the nature of the emergency is stated in the minutes. 
 
So, let the minutes reflect that the U.S., and the world, is in a state of emergency due to 
the Coronavirus—Covid 19. The Missouri Governor and the County Executive directed 
all citizens to limit meetings and gatherings to a few people to avoid the spread of the 
Coronavirus. Therefore, members of the City Council have elected to participate in this 
meeting electronically so that we are compliance with such Orders and for the public 
health and safety of each other and the general public.   
 

APPROVAL OF DECEMBER 3, 2020 WORK SESSION MINUTES 
 Motion was made by Council Member Zimmer and seconded by Council Member 
Ward to approve the December 3, 2020 work session minutes. The motion was 
unanimously approved. 
 

DISCUSSION OF ZONING CODE AMENDMENTS 

Mayor Griffin announced that Council held a Public Hearing in February 2020, 
prior to the COVID-19 pandemic beginning for the Zoning Code Amendments. This item 
along with others had been delayed with plans of having in-person meetings and 
discussions. Inquiry was made as to when or if the Zoning Code Amendments item 
would be taken up again.  
 
City Attorney John Hessel stated Council, legally, has an obligation to act upon the 
recommendations from the Planning and Zoning Commission, although the Council 
does not have to consider all of the amendments in one move. 
  
Mayor Griffin proposed that Council begin reviewing the Zoning Code Amendments 
again, leaving the higher profile items (B-2 Building Height, Floor Area Ratio and 
Residential Setbacks) to address at a different time. 
 
Planning and Development Services Director Jonathan Raiche updated Council on the 
Kirkwood By Design proposal: 
 
 The City Council was scheduled to vote on the Kirkwood By Design proposal in 
March; however, these votes have been delayed due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Staff 
strongly believes that the Kirkwood By Design process which spanned approximately 12 
months, until it was delayed, should be revived at this time. The process included 
multiple opportunities for public input through open-houses, online surveys, and formal 



public hearings. The process was led by a 6 member Steering Committee that consisted 
of 3 City Council members and 3 Planning & Zoning Commissioners who dedicated 
countless hours to reviewing the details of the code and providing direction to Staff and 
the City’s consultant team to prepare the draft code. The code re-write project includes 
numerous changes that will provide more efficient review processes, updated 
regulations, and a code that is better aligned with the long-range vision that the City has 
created in its recent planning efforts.  
 
The recommendations of the Steering Committee established for the City’s 
comprehensive rewrite of various development regulations were presented to the 
Planning & Zoning Commission on January 8th and 29th. As a result of those meetings, 
the P&Z Commission passed various amendments to the draft code dated December 
18, 2019. A copy of the draft was provided to the Mayor and City Council serving at that 
time. The City Council held a special public hearing on February 27, 2020. Staff 
provided the Mayor and City Council with a memo summarizing the various 
amendments to the draft code dated December 18, 2019 that were recommended by 
the Planning & Zoning Commission.  
 

At this time, Staff is requesting that Council consider reviving this project to 
provide the City with the updated development regulations that will better serve the 
Community. Since the public hearing, Staff has heard various concerns from Council 
members and Staff has identified additional recommendations for consideration.   
 
There are three categories of potential amendments to be reviewed: 

• Incorporating Text Amendments already approved since February 27, 2020 
• Additional Staff Recommendations 
• City Council Initiated Recommendations to allow further discussion 

 
Staff has also recommended to amend section 25-3, Effective Date, providing a delayed 
effective date. Some of the topics discussed are as follows:  

• The goal of the Steering Committee is to improve the quality of life by looking at 
the codes and to help the community 

• It was suggested to revert back to the existing codes on Floor Area Ratio (FAR), 
B-2 height and residential set back 

• Inquiry was made regulating foundation height 
• Mention was made to use Vision Zero and Complete Streets to help determine 

where bike racks are required  
• This process has engaged the public more through the website, open houses 

and public hearings and it was suggested to push the future meetings on social 
media to make the public aware  

• It was mentioned the memo referencing “Revert residential setbacks to current 
code” in the R-4 and R-5 Districts is meant to incrementally provide the reduction 
in set back at 13% for all districts with a minimum of 5 foot  

• Mayor Griffin mentioned keeping the current codes in place at this time to avoid 
any further confusion on the matter and to have continued discussions before 
placing this item on an agenda 
 

It was the consensus of Council to begin discussions again on the Zoning Code 
Amendment project leaving the higher profile items to address at a later time. 
   
There being no further matters to come before the council, the meeting was adjourned. 

 
           
           



    ___________________________________  
     Laurie Asche, CMC/MRCC 

  City Clerk 



   
 
 
 

WORK SESSION MINUTES 
A work session of the Kirkwood City Council was held via Zoom Virtual meeting on 
December 17, 2020, at 5:45 p.m.  Present were Mayor Griffin, Council Members Duwe, 
Gibbons, Sears, Ward, Wurtz, and Zimmer. Also in attendance were Chief 
Administrative Officer Russell Hawes, Assistant Chief Administrative Officer Georgia 
Ragland, City Clerk Laurie Asche, Deputy City Clerk Kim Sansegraw, Public Information 
Officer Freddy Doss, and City Attorney John Hessel.   

          
ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM CITY ATTORNEY 

City Attorney John Hessel stated for the record that under Section 610.015 of the 
Mo. Sunshine Law provides that members of the City Council who are not physically in 
the Council Chambers can participate and vote on all matters when an emergency 
exists and the nature of the emergency is stated in the minutes. 
 
So, let the minutes reflect that the U.S., and the world, is in a state of emergency due to 
the Coronavirus—Covid 19. The Missouri Governor and the County Executive directed 
all citizens to limit meetings and gatherings to a few people to avoid the spread of the 
Coronavirus. Therefore, members of the City Council have elected to participate in this 
meeting electronically so that we are compliance with such Orders and for the public 
health and safety of each other and the general public.   

 
MOTION TO CLOSE THE MEETING 

Motion was made by Council Member Zimmer and seconded by Council Member 
Duwe to close the meeting pursuant to RSMo Chapter 610.021 (3 – Personnel) & (1 – 
Approval of Closed Session Minutes).  
 

Roll Call Vote as Follows: 
 
Mayor Griffin    “Yes”  
Council Member Sears  “Yes” 
Council Member Duwe  “Yes” 
Council Member Zimmer  “Yes” 
Council Member Ward  “Yes” 
Council Member Wurtz  “Yes” 
Council Member Gibbons  “Yes” 

 
The meeting was closed. 
  

MOTION TO OPEN THE MEETING 
 Motion was made by Council Member Ward and seconded by Council Member 
Duwe to open the meeting. 

 
Roll Call Vote as Follows: 
 
Mayor Griffin    “Yes”  
Council Member Sears  “Yes”  
Council Member Duwe  “Yes” 
Council Member Zimmer  “Yes” 
Council Member Ward  “Yes” 
Council Member Wurtz  “Yes” 
Council Member Gibbons  “Yes” 



 
The meeting was opened. 
 

APPROVAL OF DECEMBER 10, 2020 WORK SESSION MINUTES 
 Mayor Griffin announced the December 10, 2020 Work Session Minutes will be 
brought up at the January 7, 2021 Work Session.  
 

PARKING SENSORS 
Chief Administrative Officer Russ Hawes introduced Matt Willenbrink from Fybr 

to discuss installing parking sensors in the Special Business District as a demonstration 
project in the St. Louis area. Some of the cities that are currently using the Fybr Parking 
Sensors include San Francisco, CA, Washington, D.C., and Columbus, OH. 
 

Fybr specializes in networks of parking sensors which assists drivers find parking 
spaces. The Fybr Parking Sensor is an intelligent edge device that provides accurate, 
real-time detection for every space. Parking data is monitored 24/7, captured by Fybr 
Parking Sensors, and broadcast using a radio network. 
 

Some of the advantages to using the Fybr Smart Parking Platform are as follows: 
• Reduced congestion for drivers 
• Drivers can conserve fuel 
• Increased revenue for cities 
• Diminish pollution 
• Enliven community 

 
The sensors can collect information when a vehicle pulls into a parking space 

and relay it to the gateways then back through the network within 1-2 seconds. Drivers 
can use the wayfinding application – Parking Genius to find spaces near their 
destination, see the cost to park and pay for parking. 

 
The deployment is for one year, which at that time the City could continue to 

have the project for $16,000 per year. Fybr will provide the following at no cost to the 
City: 

• Up to 275 parking sensors 
• Gateways 
• All hardware installation  
• Full access to real-time analytics 
• White-labeled consumer wayfinding mobile application 
• Directed enforcement mobile application 

 
The sensors can detect when vehicles are violating parking regulations by how 

long a vehicle has been in a space, potentially finding abandoned vehicles. Some of the 
items discussed are as follows: 

• Benefits include being able to see open parking spaces before leaving 
their home and the City having a real-time parking study at all times 

• No cost for installation 
• If the street gets resurfaced, Fybr would pull the sensors and re-install 

them after resurfacing 
• Wayfinding signs can be tied into the Fybr network 
• A study in San Francisco showed no raise in parking rates, raise in 

parking revenues and compliance went up 
• No personal information is collected on any person or vehicle by the 

parking sensors 
 



Discussion will continue at a future Work Session. 
 
There being no further matters to come before the council, the meeting was adjourned. 

 
           
           
    ___________________________________  
     Laurie Asche, CMC/MRCC 

  City Clerk 
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