






































Kirkwood Arts Commission 

Ellen Edman 

 

I have a lifelong appreciation for the arts going back to my dad taking us to the Art Museum when we able to 
walk. 

 

Past experience includes: 

 

Curriculum development for Asian art funded by Rockefeller Foundation and Asia Society 

 

Director of art program and teacher for a private (secular, first come first served) school for 5 years—
including program for student interaction with artists  

 

Active member and fiber artist with Kalamazoo Weavers Guild 

 

Missouri Botanical history/culture education volunteer; participant in art classes 

 

Recently as a council member, I advocated strongly to expand the original concept of the theater from an up-
dated venue for Stages and KGT to a true performing arts center with the additional flexible space for the 
black box theater and other indoor and outdoor community gathering spaces.  The expanded physical facility 
will allow for far greater diversity in offerings and audiences, in addition to creating ties to other communities 
beyond Kirkwood. This may be our greatest need as a community, to stretch beyond our homogeneity and to 
contribute to other less fortunate areas.   I also advocated budgeting for an iconic and less utilitarian design in 
order to become additional Kirkwood landmark. 

 

Having served as council liaison for the Special Business District for four years, I have some background in the 
downtown area’s interests and needs.  There is great potential for mutually beneficial relationships and pro-
jects between the SBD and KAC. 

 

Art has an enormous potential to build community in both good times and the challenging times today.  Expe-
riencing art together, even though our experiences are unique from individual to individual, creates a positive 
bond between people that builds good will and trust. 

 


