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Pursuant to notice of meeting duly given, the Landmarks Commission convened via Zoom Virtual Meeting.  Present: Chair Ryan Molen, Commissioners Judith Brauer, Andrew Raimist, Robert Rubright, Walter Smith, and Staff Liaison Amy Lowry.  The meeting was called to order at 7:15 p.m. with four Commissioners in attendance; Comr. Rubright joined the meeting in time to discuss and vote on agenda item II.b.

Chair Ryan Molen stated for the record that Section 610.015 of the Mo. Sunshine Law provides that members of the Landmarks Commission who are not physically in the Council Chambers can participate and vote on all matters when an emergency exists and the nature of the emergency is stated in the minutes.  

So, let the minutes reflect that the U.S., and the World, is in a state of emergency due to the Coronavirus—Covid 19. The Missouri Governor and the St Louis County Executive directed all citizens to limit meetings and gatherings to a few people to avoid the spread of the Coronavirus. Therefore, members of the Landmarks Commission have elected to participate in this meeting electronically so that we are compliance with such Orders and for the public health and safety of each other and the general public.  	

I. Approval of Minutes – Motion to approve the March 11, 2020 meeting minutes as submitted by Comr. Brauer, seconded by Comr. Raimist and unanimously approved by the four Commissioners in attendance.  Case #2-2020 Amended for an ADA ramp at 142 W. Monroe Avenue, Teleo Coffee (Landmark #10, Hoffman-Ward House) was removed from the Agenda at the applicant’s request.

II. Certificate of Appropriateness
a. Case #08-2020, 705 N. Taylor Avenue (Landmark #26, Essex-Mudd House, North Taylor Historic District) – Architect Elizabeth Panke presented the revised plans for the screen porch addition previously reviewed at the March 11 meeting.  Instead of the decorative gable roof, the shed roof will be extended into a flat roof with a balustrade.  Comr. Raimist said the revised drawings were excellent, but he questioned whether they might need flashing around the balustrade.  Comr. Brauer made a motion to approve the plans as submitted.  Comr. Smith seconded the motion and it passed unanimously by the four Commissioners in attendance.
b. Case #11-2019 & #06-2020, 324 N. Taylor Avenue (North Taylor Historic District) – Property owner John Vella presented plans for the new house and detached garage which uses 2 homes in the historic district on Jewel as inspiration as well as designs by the architect Harold Zook and other historic architecture.   Mr. Vella emphasized that the highest roofline is 3 rooms back from the street so as to reduce bulk in the front of the house and the rooflines vary on all 4 sides.  Stone and stucco will be used in some way on all 4 sides of the house.  Comr. Raimist expressed the fact that the he is pleased with the design, massing and materials, but wanted clarification on the use of tongue-and-groove cedar paneling on the dormers and bay windows.  Mr. Vella said that such paneling will be stained a solid color, oriented vertically, and exposed from both sides.  The roof will be cut cedar shingles, not shake.  In response to Comr. Raimist’s second question, the transition of the chimney from stone to stucco will be more toothed in than the drawings depict.  Comr. Brauer expressed that the house will be a great transition for that corner. Comr. Smith questioned the exterior lighting.  There will be gas coach lighting at the garage.  In response to Comr. Smith’s question on the recovery of materials, Mr. Vella said that a historic street lamp in the rear yard will be refurbished and reused on the site, the true divided-light windows will be salvaged, the cast iron stove will go on the sunporch, and anything else of value will be salvaged to be reused or donated. Comr. Rubright called the design impressive.  Chair Molen discussed the fact that if the new home design is approved prior to the expiration of the stay of demolition, the Commission would still hold the stay for the full 270-day stay.  Comr. Brauer made a motion in Case No. 06-2020 to approve the new house and detached garage drawings as submitted.   Comr. Rubright seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.
c. Case #9-2020, 219 E. Washington Avenue (North Taylor Historic District) – Jim Mills introduced himself as a commercial builder who has lived in Kirkwood for 30 years and who recently filed to demolish the existing house.  He shared brief details of the occupancy inspection, a structural engineer’s report, and a home inspector’s report.  He stated that there are numerous issues with the house, including a lack of maintenance and the inability to arrest water flowing in the basement.  Chair Molen said the Commission would set the matter for public hearing at its June meeting.  Ms. Lowry said she would be in touch with Mr. Mills and the Commissioners regarding setting up a site visit.
d. Case #10-2020, 734 Culloden Road (Barrett Brae Historic District) – Homeowner Robert Berkley presented plans for a new in-ground swimming pool.  There had been an above-ground pool upon which a tree had fallen.  After review of the plans, Comr. Brauer made a motion in Case No. 10-2020 to approve the plans for the in-ground swimming pool as submitted.   Comr. Smith seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.

III. New Business
a. Citizens Comments/Seeking Advice to preserve their historic properties – none.

IV. Old Business
a. 2020 Favorite Building Awards – In light of the Covid 19 crisis, the Commission decided to suspend the Favorite Building Awards for this year.

V. Meeting Adjournment – Motion to adjourn at 8:10 p.m. made by Comr. Smith, seconded by Comr. Rubright and unanimously approved.

